


CITY OF NEWARK MEASURE __ 
CITY ATTORNEY’S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS 

 
The City Council of the City of Newark is submitting to the voters the question of whether to 
approve an ordinance that would increase the transient occupancy (hotel) tax from 10% to 14%.   
 
The hotel tax is imposed on persons staying in or using a “hotel” which is defined to include 
motels, inns, and other temporary lodging.  The hotel tax applies to persons occupying space in 
a hotel for periods of 30 consecutive days or less.  All hotel operators in the City are required to 
collect the hotel tax from persons occupying space in a hotel and remit the hotel tax to the City.  
Currently, the City of Newark imposes a hotel tax rate of 10% of the amount charged to 
occupants.  Other cities in the region, such as Milpitas, Oakland, and San Leandro, have hotel 
tax rates of 14%.   
 
If approved, Measure __ would increase the City’s hotel tax rate to 14%.  Additionally, Measure 
__ would make the City’s Director of Finance, instead of the City Clerk, responsible for 
administration of the Municipal Code provisions related to the hotel tax and establish an 
independent community oversight committee, consisting of five (5) members of the public, 
responsible for reviewing the expenditure of revenue from the hotel tax.  The hotel tax would 
continue to be ongoing if Measure __ is approved.   
 
Because Measure __ does not limit the use of hotel tax revenue, it is a “general tax,” and the 
funds provided are available for any legitimate governmental purpose.  As noted in the ballot 
question, examples of uses of revenue from the hotel tax include street and pothole repairs, 
replacing seismically unsafe fire stations, 911 emergency services, fire protection services, public 
safety services, and other city services.  Measure __ would generate approximately $2.1 million 
in additional funds annually that are legally required to be used in Newark for local city services. 
 
A “Yes” vote is a vote to approve an increase of the hotel tax, imposed upon occupants of 
hotels, motels, inns and other temporary lodging, from 10% to 14% and to make other revisions 
to the hotel tax. A “No” vote is a vote against adopting the ordinance. Measure __ will be 
approved if it receives a simple majority of “Yes” votes of those voting on the Measure. 
 
 
DATED: July 11, 2024   __________________________ 
      Kristopher J. Kokotaylo, City Attorney 

 



  
Keep Newark Funding LOCAL without raising our taxes– Vote YES on “X”! 
 
Measure “X” is 100% PAID BY VISITORS, tourists and lodging guests visiting Newark. 
 
Measure “X” is NOT a tax on Newark residents or homeowners.  
 
Voting YES on “X” ensures every penny is spent on services benefitting us, by requiring visitors to 
pay their fair share of repairing streets and potholes, maintaining 911 emergency medical response, 
and protecting neighborhood police patrols. 
 
For victims of heart attacks, strokes, accidents, or other emergencies, just seconds mean the difference 
between life or death.  
 
Our local fire stations need upgrades to ensure rapid 911 response times – Vote YES on “X” to ensure 
Newark’s firefighters have the modern firefighting and lifesaving equipment they need to save lives. 
 
YES on “X” also improves emergency dispatch response for earthquakes or other major disasters and 
maintains sports fields and children’s play structures. 
 
Shouldn’t visitors to Newark pay their fair share of the costs they create? 
 
YES on “X” provides the funding we need to repair potholes and maintain our 105 miles of roads in 
Newark at NO COST TO US. 
 
YES on “X” REQUIRES ALL FUNDS BE SPENT LOCALLY, here in Newark. 
 
YES on “X” allows local control over local funding, allowing us to be self-reliant in these tough times. 
Sacramento politicians cannot take this money.  

All funds generated by YES on “X” are subject to public spending reports and annual independent 
financial audits. Measure “X” is accountable to you, the Newark taxpayer.  

Again, here’s what Measure “X” WON’T do: 
-Measure “X” is NOT a tax on your home or property. 
-Newark residents who are not hotel/lodging guests are NOT taxed.  

Join a unanimous City Council, local businesses, and public safety:  vote YES on “X.”  

For official information about Measure “X,” visit: www.Newark.org 
 
Steven Losier 
Newark Police Association, President 

http://www.newark.org/


  
Fallon Tran 
Director, Newark Chamber of Commerce 
 
Ernie Morua 
Retired Newark Fire Captain 
 
Guadalupe Lopez 
Business Owner 
 
Rahul Sharma 
Business Owner 















   

              

     

              
                 

       

   

                
               

                
                 

            
               

          
    

     

                  
                 

             
                  

                  
         

                      
             

                 
                 

          

                  
             

          

                   
      

   

 



               
               
     

      

                 
              

             
                  

              
          

 











             
                

                
           

               
               

      

             
               

               
               

               
                  
             

                 
              

                
                 

                
            
        

    






